
Driving Distance: 87 Miles
From shady river- and gulf-front drives 
past mangrove forests to an eco-ranch,
Benedictine Abbey, pioneer museum, 
and historic Dade City 

Driving Distance: 23 Miles

From rolling hills and horse farms, antebellum 
homes and grand oaks to Chinsegut Hill, wooded 
lakes, and nature trails in sandhill country

Driving Distance: 78 Miles

From an Indian War fort, scenic bike trail, old 
sugar mill, and ceremonial mounds to 
encounters with manatees and Florida wildlife 
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A  (3M) Grand Blvd. to New Port 
Richey, Sims Park, River Park 
From Port Richey go south on US 19, 
turn east (L) on Grand Blvd.  
•  Beautiful tree-lined drive along Cotee 

River, designated a State Canoe Trail. 
In New Port Richey, complete circle 
drive around lake, then turn east (L) 
on Main St. to experience revitalized 
downtown.  Return west on Main St. to 
Cotee River.
•  Sims Park, at Main St. and North 

Blvd. on the river, offers picnic area 
and river walk. 

•  River Park, across bridge on North 
River Rd., has boat ramp. Canoe 
upstream to 10-acre Frances Avenue 
Park or downstream to the Gulf.

B  (12M) Robert K. Rees Park, 
Strauber Memorial Hwy., 
Key Vista Nature Park, 
Anclote Gulf Park
Continue west on Main past US 19.  
Turn north (R) at first road, Oelsner 
St., then west (L) at Green Key Rd. to 
Robert K. Rees Memorial Park.
•  Scenic drive along mangrove forests, 

coastal marshes, birdwatching.
•  45-acre facility with  boardwalks, 

canoe access, fishing, beach, picnic 
area, playground.

Return on Green Key Rd. to US 19, 

turn south (R) to CR 518/Trouble Creek 
Rd.  Turn west (R) on CR 518, which 
becomes Strauber Memorial Hwy.  
•  Scenic drive along salt marshes, 

birdwatching.
Turn south (L) on Bailey’s Bluff Rd. to 
Key Vista Nature Park.
•  Observation tower, picnic area, 

hiking trails.
Continue south on Bailey’s Bluff Rd. to 
Anclote Gulf Park.
•  29 acres with boat ramp, fishing pier, 

picnic area, playground.

C  (18M) Historic Baker House, 
J.B. Starkey’s Flatwoods Adven-
tures, Suncoast Parkway Trail
Return on Bailey’s Bluff Rd. and Strauber 
Hwy. to Moog Rd.  Turn east (R) on 
Moog Rd. past US 19 to the Historic 
Baker House at Centennial Cultural Park 
(5744 Moog Rd.), a “cracker style” 
wood house built in 1882.  Follow signs 
to SR 54, turn east (R) to J.B. Starkey’s 
Flatwoods Adventures (12959 SR 54). 
•  Native garden, picnic tables, cattle 

ranch, horseback riding. 
•  Call ahead 1-877-743-9453 

for Eco-Tour.
Continue east on SR 54 to Suncoast 
Parkway Trailhead, on the left, before 
crossing toll road. 
•  Parking, restrooms, water, (trail 

parallels toll road through Hernando 
County for 27.5 miles).

D  (37M) Abbey at St. Leo, 
Historic Downtown Dade City, 
Pioneer Florida Museum
Take Suncoast Pkwy. north (L), exit at 
SR 52, go east to St. Leo. Turn left on 
Campus Street to St. Leo College, and 
follow signs to the Abbey at St. Leo.

•  Founded in 1889 by Benedictine 
Monks. 

Continue east on SR 52 to CR 579.  
Turn north (L) on CR 579 and east (R) 
on CR 578 to 21st St.  Turn right, then 
left on Meridian Ave. to Historic Down-
town Dade City.  
•  Vintage shops surround Pasco County 

Courthouse built in 1909.
Turn north (L) at 7th St. (U.S. 301) to 
Pioneer Museum Rd.  Follow signs to 
the Pioneer Florida Museum.
•  Features buildings, clothing, and 

artifacts of early pioneer life in Florida.
Return to downtown via U.S. 301 to W. 
Church Ave.  Turn west (R) on Church 
Ave. to 1880s Historic District.  Con-
tinue to 21st St., turn north (R), then 
west (L) on CR 578.  

E  (17M) Kumquat Groves, 
Country Store, Scenic Drive
Continue east on CR 578 to Katy’s 
Country Store.
•  Shop nestled in kumquat and orange 

groves at corner of CR 578 & Old St. 
Joe Road.

Continue on CR 578, turn north (R) on 
CR 581 to Hernando County Line.  
•  Scenic winding road through horse 

country, shady forests, and rolling 
hills. 

A   (11.5M) Scenic Drive to Brooksville, 
May-Stringer Museum, County 
Court House, Historic District
At Pasco/Hernando County line, continue 
north on CR 581, which joins CR 572, 
turn east (R) on CR 572  then continues 
as CR 581 turn  north (L) on CR 581 into 
Historic Brooksville.
• Rolling hill country, canopy roads, 
 horse farms. 
Continue past first intersection (Cortez) 
to second intersection SR 50 (Jefferson 
St.). One block past intersection of Broad 
& Jefferson, turn right on Museum Ct. 
May-Stringer Museum is on the corner of 
Museum Ct. and May Ave. 
•  Four-story antebellum home built in 

1856, opened by Historical Society as a 
museum in 1981. 

For a wonderful loop drive through 
historic Brooksville on tree-lined, brick 
streets, see lovely historic homes, murals 
and dine at old restaurants, continue 
on E. Jefferson St. (W) to the Hernando 
County Court House.
Turn south (L) on Lemon Street to Broad 
St., turn north (L) to Main St., turn 
south (R) to Liberty St., turn east (L) to 
S. Brooksville Ave. turn south (R)  and 
travel through the Historic District with 
canopy-lined brick street to Russell Street.  
Turn west (R) on Russell Street, visit the 
Russell Street Train Depot, an original 
train station from 1885. The station 
currently houses a genealogy resource 
center, the history of the railroad, the 
history of various houses in Brooksville 
and old county records. After touring the 
train station enjoy a picnic lunch next 
door at the Russell Street Park. Turn north 
(R ) on Main Street; continue through 
the Downtown Area with antique 
shoppes and historic murals;  which 
becomes Howell Ave., to Alta Vista Ave. 
Turn east (R) on Alta Vista to Bell Ave., 

south (R) on Bell to Olive St., west (R) 
on Olive to Howell, south (L) on Howell 
one block to Irene St., east (L) on Irene 
to Bell.  Continue South (R) on Bell to N. 
Broad St., then turn east (L) on N. Broad, 
which becomes US 41. 
•  Homes dating from 1880 to 1920, 

including the Jennings Estate, home of 
William Sherman Jennings, elected as 
Governor of Florida in 1900. 

•  Old moss-covered oaks, brick streets, 
historic murals.

•  Weeks Hardware built in 1913 of bricks 
from the Brooksville Brick Factory. 
The oldest existing retail store in 
Hernando County.

•  County Courthouse with restored 1913 
courtroom.

B  (8M) Chinsegut Hill, Lake Lindsey, 
Chinsegut Nature Center
Continue north on US 41 from Brooksville 
to CR 481, turn west (L) to entrance of 
Chinsegut Hill, now a University of South 
Florida Conference & Retreat Center. 
Follow signs to the historic home. 
•  Property belonged to Col. Raymond 

Robins, a native of Brooksville who 
became wealthy mining gold in Alaska. In 
1924, he took up residence on Chinsegut 
Hill with his wife Margaret. Tours of the 
restored manor house built circa 1842 
are available. Chinsegut is an Inuit 

Indian word for “the spirit of lost things.” 
Magnificent views, second highest point 
in Florida, walking trails, tour of home. 

Return to CR 481 and turn west (L) to 
Lake Lindsey Public Boat Ramp, with 
benches and view of the lake.  Return to 
CR 481 to CR 476, turn east (R) to the 
Chinsegut Nature Center, a 408-acre 
National Wildlife Refuge. Education facility 
with interpretive displays, picnic area, 
nature trails, wildlife viewing.  

C  (3.5M) Lake Townsen Regional 
Park, Withlacoochee State Trail, 
McKethan Lake and the 
Withlacoochee State Forest  
Head east on CR 476, across US 41 to 
Lake Townsen Regional Park, 
Withlacoochee State Trailhead & 
Withlacoochee River on the north (L) 
side of the highway.
• Fishing dock
• Picnic and play area
• Canoe rental
• Bike and horse trail
• Restaurants
Return to CR 476, head west on 
CR 476, turn north (R) on US 41, 
through the Withlacoochee State Forest. 
McKethan Lake is just past the State 
Forest Headquarters, on the west (L) 
side of the highway.
•  State Forest Welcome Center.
•  Picnic tables, grills, fishing, birdwatching 

on 2-mile loop drive with nature trails, 
wildlife viewing. 

•  Hardwood hammock and longleaf pine/
turkey oak communities. Many unique 
and endangered species characteristic of 
the sandhill community occur in this area. 

Continue north on US 41 to the Citrus 
County line.

A  (16M) Avenue of the Oaks, Ft. 
Cooper State Park, Withlacooch-
ee Trail State Park, Old Court-
house Heritage Museum 
From Hernando/Citrus County line, con-
tinue north on US 41.  Turn east (R) on 
Orange Ave., which becomes a beautiful 
oak-lined road to Historic Floral City.  
Follow Orange to Lake Tsala Apopka 
boat ramp.  Return west on Orange to 
Old Floral City Rd. (parallels US 41), turn 
north (R) to Ft. Cooper State Park. 
•  710-acre site of second Seminole 

Indian War on Lake Holathlikaha. 
•  Picnic area, nature trails, swimming, 

boat rentals, fishing.
Continue north on Old Floral City Rd. 
to junction with SR 44, turn west (L) 
to Inverness.  Turn north (R) on Park 
Ave., and east (R) on E. Dampier Rd. to 
Wallace Brooks Park and trailhead for 
the Withlacoochee Trail State Park, with 
picnic area and restrooms.
•  Old railroad bed, asphalt surface with 

equestrian path on shoulder.

•  47-mile trail through Citrus, 
Hernando, and Pasco Counties.

Return west on Dampier, turn south 
(L) on N. Apopka to Old Courthouse 
Heritage Museum. 
•  Exhibits on county and Native 

Americans. 

B  (31M) Yulee Sugar Mill Ruins 
State Historic Site, Homosassa 
Springs Wildlife State Park,  Fort 
Island Trail Park, and Gulf Beach
From courthouse, follow signs to SR 44 
W to Lecanto, turn south (L) on SR 490 
to Homosassa. Turn south (L) on US 19 
and west (R) on WP Hall’s Rd., bear left 
on Fishbowl Dr. past Wildlife Park to 
Yulee Sugar Mill Ruins State Historic Site. 
•  Pre-Civil War sugar cane mill 

& refinery.
•  7-acre site, interpretive signs, 

picnic tables.
Return on Fishbowl and Hall’s Rd. to US 
19, turn south (R) to Homosassa Springs 
Wildlife State Park Welcome Center for 
interpretive displays and boat trip to 
park. 
•  Unique “fishbowl observatory” for 

views of manatees and fish in  natural 
surroundings.

•  180-acre showcase for Florida wildlife 
at headwaters of Homosassa River. 

Turn north (L) on US 19 to CR 44/Fort 
Island Trail.  Turn west (L) and follow 
to end for views of salt marshes and 
hardwood hammocks. 
•  Fort Island Trail Park, riverfront park 

with fishing pier, picnic facilities, boat 
ramp.

•  Fort Island Gulf Beach, 1000-foot gulf 
beach with picnic facilities, 
boat ramp.

C  (31M) Coastal Heritage Museum, 
Crystal River State Archeological 
Site and Buffer Preserve Educa-
tion Center
Return to US 19 northward to Citrus 
Ave. in downtown Crystal River.  Turn 
west (L) to Coastal Heritage Museum.
•  Historical artifacts and displays from 

the early 1900s. 
Return to US 19 northbound to W. 
State Park Dr.  Turn west (L) to Crystal 
River State Archeological Site and Buffer 
Preserve Education Center.
•  Six-mound complex from 500 B.C. 

- 1400 A.D. is one of the longest 
continually occupied sites in Florida.

•  Visitors Center exhibit of artifacts. 
•  State Buffer Preserve Education Center 

has wildlife displays and Xeriscape 
garden demonstration site.

Return northbound on US 19 to CR 
488.  Turn east (R) and continue to 
intersection of US 41, turn north (L), 
crossing the Withlacoochee River into 
City of Dunnellon, Marion County.

      rom the Anclote River in Pasco County 
to the Sopchoppy River in Wakulla, 
visitors can enjoy an unsurpassed variety of 
historic and natural treasures – antebellum 
homes, moss-draped canopy roads, 
pioneer museums, Spanish and Civil War 
forts, ceremonial Indian mounds, a light 
house, quaint fishing villages, crystal–clear 
springs, wild and scenic rivers, refuges that 
are havens for migrating birds and 
butterflies, vast salt marshes, lakes ringed 
with cypress trees, jungle–like hardwood 
hammocks, and gulf islands. There are 
no long lines, just tranquility and natural 
beauty. Take a picnic lunch, sit and enjoy 
the scenery, or get out there and hike, 
bike, ride horseback, canoe/kayak, 
birdwatch, fish/hunt, or follow 
interpretive paths through forts and 
archeological parks, walk historic streets 
and gardens, and visit museums.

F
The natural beauty and 
unique historical treasures of 
the Nature Coast beckon 
to residents and visitors alike. 
This scenic drive highlights 
enjoyable mini–trips in each of 
the nine Nature Coast areas, 
from Pasco to Wakulla County. 
Turn one into a fun day trip or 
combine several into a 
family vacation.

Citrus County
Tourist Development Council
800-587-6667

Dade City
Chamber of Commerce
352-567-3769

Dixie County
Chamber of Commerce
352-498-1426

Dunnellon
Chamber of Commerce
800-830-2087

Hernando County
Tourist Development
800-601-4580

Jefferson County
Chamber of Commerce
850-997-5552

Levy County
Development Authority
352-486-3006

Suwannee River
Chamber of Commerce
800-458-2628

Taylor County
Chamber of Commerce
800-584-5366

Wakulla County
Tourist Development Council
850-984-3966

Pasco County Tourist
Development Council
800-842-1873
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Overview map 
 of  Florida’s

Driving Tour of  Florida’s
For information on accommodations, 
restaurants,  galleries,  and shops 
along the tour route, contact:




